Livestock & Traceability

The Committee met on March 23, 2009.

Tax Credits for On Farm Food Safety. The committee discussed assessing the options and
value of tax credits for the work producers do completing On Farm Food Safety programs.
When this assessment is done the committee will meet to discuss how to move forward on

the project.

Vision and Plan for Livestock in the Province. There needs to be growth in vision and
leadership regarding the future of the livestock industry in Manitoba. KAP needs to put its
standing policies together in a single document and bring it to the province and commodity
groups and work together to create a sustainable environment for the industry.

Food Safety Act. The committee is working with the Rural Development and Land Use
Committee to address concerns regarding Bill 7 - the Food Safety Act.

National Farmed Animal Health Strategy. KAP and the Livestock Committee have been
involved in the preliminary consultations to develop a national strategy to help prevent and
prepare for animal disease problem. The committee will continue to be involved as these
programs develop.

COOL Update. COOL has been a constant concern for the committee and the entire
livestock industry. It has yet to be confirmed how much damage we can expect it to cause as
U.S. processors adapt their supply chains. MB Pork Council is monitoring the situation and
assessing financial damages to industry for trade challenge considerations.

Animal Care Act. A submission was made on the amendments to the Animal Care Act. There
was some concern regarding fault being assigned to a producer for injury to an animal when
it occurred during transport. There has been discussion about meetings between industry
and animal care organizations being beneficial for both groups to better understand each
other.

Mandate for 2009. The priority areas for the committee are livestock sustainability,
nutrient management, foreign animal disease, traceability, country of origin labeling and the
Clean Environment Commission.

Committee Members. George Matheson (Chair), Robert McLean, Bill Campbell, Leigh Smith,
Larry Black, Volker Wyrich, Weldon Newton, Will Peters, Lorne Rossnagel, Tom Kieper, Bryan
Ferris, Albert Hamilton. Staff Resource: James Battershill.
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